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Introduction 

 

1.1 The School seeks to promote behaviour based on mutual respect between all members of the School 

community. Ryders Hayes aims to: 

 

nurture and facilitate the growth of our pupils and their learning; equipping them with the skills and 

attributes to embrace the challenges of a rapidly changing world. To enjoy success for today and be prepared 

for tomorrow, by instilling the values of: enquiry; adaptability; resilience; morality; effective communication; 

thoughtfulness; collaboration; respect; international /open mindedness and a growth mind-set. 

 

1.2 Ryders Hayes Curriculum Model 

 

 

 

 

1.3 At Ryders Hayes each subject holds threshold concepts; the key disciplinary mastery aspects of each 

subject. They are chosen to build conceptual understanding within subjects and are repeated many times in a 

variety of experiences.  

 

1.4 The threshold concepts in History are:  

➔​ Historical Chronology 

➔​ Historical Concepts (e.g. change, cause, similarity, difference and significance) 

➔​ Historical Investigation & Interpretation 

➔​ Historical Communication 

 

1.5 The Curriculum Drivers for Ryders Hayes School are to:  

➔​ Explore possibilities 

➔​ Create independence  

➔​ Build resilience 

 

 



1.6 Supporting our Curriculum Drivers (1.1) 

We have our knowledge categories which provide the key knowledge within subjects and help us to grow our 

cultural capital; making links where appropriate to our children and their learning. The Knowledge Categories 

are: location, settlement, culture and pastimes, significant events, food and farming, number, self-expression, 

career-related, beliefs, innovation, language and oracy, peace and war. 

 

Intent 

 

2.1 The aim of History teaching at Ryders Hayes School is to inspire children’s curiosity about the past and 

develop them as confident, knowledgeable young historians. Through a secure understanding of historical 

chronology, pupils explore how people, events and societies have changed over time, making connections 

between the past and the world they live in today. They develop key historical concepts and learn to 

investigate a range of evidence, ask thoughtful questions and consider different interpretations of the past. 

Through this, children develop their skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving, while 

building an understanding of their own heritage and appreciating the diverse cultures and experiences that 

shape modern Britain. By communicating their historical knowledge clearly and using appropriate vocabulary 

and evidence, pupils are equipped to make informed connections between the past, present and future. 

 

2.2 Our history curriculum is designed to allow each pupil to: 

➔​ Develop an interest in the past 

➔​ Gain Historical perspective 

➔​ Recognise similarity and difference 

➔​ Investigate cause and consequence 

➔​ Make historical enquiries 

➔​ Evaluate 

➔​ Interpret the past 

➔​ Analyse 

➔​ Understand chronology 

➔​ Delve in primary and secondary sources 

➔​ Infer and deduct 

➔​ Make connections. 

 

So that each pupil: 

➔​ Can confidently investigate primary and secondary sources to provide rich learning opportunities 

➔​ Knows and understands how the British system of democratic government has developed 

➔​ Knows about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to National and 

International achievements. 

➔​ Is provided with a broad and balanced education whatever their ability.  

➔​ Understands that Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further enriched by the multicultural British 

society of today. 

➔​ Has access to the full range of activities involved in learning history. Where children are to participate 

in activities outside the classroom, for example, a visit to an archaeological dig, we carry out a risk 

assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils. 

➔​ Makes progress in history as we set suitable learning opportunities that respond to each child’s 

different needs. 

 

 

 



2.3 Through History we can also: 

➔​ Improve pupils' skills in English, Maths and ICT 

➔​ Develop pupils' thinking skills 

➔​ Promote pupils' awareness and understanding of gender, cultural, spiritual and moral issues 

➔​ Develop pupils as active citizens 

➔​ Promote awareness of History related careers 

 

Implementation 

 

3.1 History teaching at Ryders Hayes School focuses on enabling children to think as historians. Learning is 

built around carefully planned, big-question-led enquiries that encourage pupils to ask questions, investigate 

a range of sources, consider different perspectives and develop their own interpretations of the past. 

Through a progressive chronological curriculum, children revisit and deepen their understanding of historical 

periods, concepts and connections while developing the skills to explain, evaluate, reach conclusions, make 

judgements and think critically. We carefully select subject content to ensure a balance between developing 

secure historical knowledge and mastering the skills needed to investigate and interpret the past. Historical 

vocabulary is explicitly taught and revisited, enabling pupils to confidently communicate their ideas and 

understanding. By exploring significant people, events and changes in depth, pupils are given opportunities to 

construct knowledge, make connections, generate their own questions and develop increasing independence 

and confidence as historians.   

 

In order to achieve this: 

➔​ Design enquiries to pursue which are relevant, engaging and appropriately challenging in terms of 

anticipated outcomes which help pupils answer significant questions about events, changes and the 

lives of significant individuals.   

➔​ Share with pupils what they are expected to learn and how they are expected to learn it; 

➔​ Ensure that objectives for lessons always define the outcomes to be achieved and are presented in 

the form of ‘key questions’ that need to be answered; sometimes these are raised by the teacher, 

sometimes with pupils and sometimes independently; 

➔​ Key question led enquiries are structured to include a number of ancillary questions, the completion 

of which enable the pupils to progress gradually towards arriving at an answer to the overall big 

question; 

➔​ Provide a variety of learning activities that are used regularly, including observation, enquiry, 

investigation, games, mysteries, puzzles and problem-solving; 

➔​ Encourage pupils to evaluate critically information, ideas and different viewpoints; 

➔​ Provide plenty of opportunities for pupils to work as individuals, in pairs and in groups; 

➔​ Encourage discussion and insightful questioning so that pupils clarify their thinking; 

➔​ Set high expectations so that learning objectives and activities are always sufficiently challenging; 

➔​ Provide pupils with regular feedback about their work and about what they need to do next in order 

to improve. 

 

3.2 We recognise the fact that in all classes there are children of widely-different abilities in history and we 

seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the 

ability of the child. We can achieve this by: 

➔​ setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; 

➔​ setting tasks of increasing difficulty. Not all children complete all tasks; 

➔​ making use of ‘Lead Learners’ to share their enjoyment of the subject; 

➔​ grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group; 



➔​ providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child; 

➔​ using classroom assistants to support children individually or in groups. 

 

Impact 

 

4.1 Our History curriculum develops curious, knowledgeable and confident young historians who understand 

how the past has shaped the world they live in today. By the time children leave primary school, they will 

have developed a secure understanding of the past alongside the skills to question, investigate, interpret and 

communicate historical ideas. Our History curriculum: 

 

➔​ Develops critical thinkers who question information, weigh evidence and make reasoned judgements. 

➔​ Builds historical understanding of chronology, cause and consequence, change and continuity, 

similarity and difference, significance and perspective. 

➔​ Develops an appreciation of diversity, helping pupils understand different people, societies, cultures 

and experiences across time. 

➔​ Builds a sense of identity and belonging, enabling children to make connections between their own 

lives, their heritage and the wider world. 

➔​ Develops confident historians who can ask perceptive questions, investigate evidence, form 

interpretations and communicate their ideas clearly. 

➔​ Prepares pupils for the future by developing curiosity, independence, resilience and the ability to 

think critically about the world around them. 

 

4.2 Our Mastery Character and characteristics are displayed around school and shared with the children as 

much as possible: 

 

 

4.3 Resources 

History resources are stored in the designated cupboards in ‘The Den’, for general History resources. Topic 

based boxes are located in the storage unit outside the Year 3 classrooms. Both the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 

2 libraries contain history-related books for children’s own research. If new or additional resources are 

required, then the History Leader should be informed at the earliest opportunity so that these can be 

sources. 

 

 



4.4 The role of the History Leader is to:  

 

➔​ Support colleagues in teaching the subject content and developing their skills in planning, teaching 

and assessing History 

➔​ Renew, update and oversee the audit of resources needed to deliver the curriculum 

➔​ Monitor and evaluate the learning and teaching of History through learning walks and book trawls 

➔​ Develop assessment and record keeping ensuring progression and continuity 

➔​ Communicate findings, ideas and resources and have an open-door policy for suggestion and 

questions 

➔​ Design the Medium-Term Plans for teachers to use and annotate for weekly lessons 

 

4.5 The school will review this guidance regularly and assess its implementation and effectiveness.  

 

 

Whole School Overview of enquiry units: 

 


