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Exciting News! 
We are thrilled to let you know that the BBC West Midlands Radio 
and TV have asked Ryders Hayes to be their regional school to 
focus on Children In Need this year. We will be one of 39 schools 
in the country to be involved with the BBC, with Becky Woods, 
the BBC Weather presenter! 

We are so excited about this opportunity and are really hoping 
that Pudsey will join the BBC and meet our children on the day. 
As a school we will be celebrating Children in Need on Friday 5th 
November by taking part in The Big Fancy Dress Singalong to help 
raise funds for BBC Children in Need. All children and staff can 
come to school wearing yellow items with spots and dots          
including accessories. This could be official Children in Need   
merchandise or something created at home.  

Join us by tuning in to your local BBC radio station at 09:40am on 
Friday 5th November, when the Big Fancy Dress Singalong song 
‘By Your Side’ by Calvin Harris and Tom Grennan will be played. 
The BBC are aiming to raise £250,000 towards Children In Need 
and we ask for a Donation of £1 (or if you can give more) via 
Parentmail which will be sent to BBC Make a Difference Happy 
Heads.  

The BBC will be with us from early in the morning, talking to     
children and staff starting in Breakfast Club. They will be visiting 
the school earlier that week to see how we are getting on with 
the preparations to take part in the singalong and talking to some 
children. Mrs Schwartz has been working hard choreographing 
the song. We are sure that the children will be as excited as we 
are about this event. Please practise the song over the half-term 
with your child and join in with us from home (or work if you can) 
on 5th November at 9:40am on BBC Radio. You can also join on 
DAB, FM 95.6 or the BBC Sounds app.  

Link to download lyrics:  

https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/england/pdf/by-your-side-by-calvin-
harris-and-tom-grennan-lyrics.pdf 

‘By Your Side’ by Calvin Harris and  

Tom Grennan Lyrics

And you're shad-

owed by the darkness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What have our year groups been focusing on this week and what the focus is next week….? 

 Year 1 

Year 1 have enjoyed learning about Ananasi the spider this week. We had fun making spiders 

in the style of African Art .  

Ask us about how Anansi became the King of stories.  

Year 5 

Year 5 got creative with their learning about Black History Month. Children thought about the 

people coming from Jamaica to London on Windrush; how they might have felt; what they 

might have been thinking and feeling as they came over.   

Year 2 

As part of Black History Month, Year 2 has been learning about African collar necklaces.  

We even made our own necklaces in the same style.  

Year 6 

Year 6 have been working hard on their final artwork pieces based around illusions.  

They have worked hard to finish off their final pieces to create a 3D effect. 

Year 3 

This week as part of Black History Month, we have been learning about African Masks.  

As a result, we have made our own African Masks to display in our Black History Art Gallery. 

Year 4 

This week in English we have been researching Alaska as the Blue Wolf in the book came from 
there.  

We have written postcards home as though we were there, filled with information and facts 
about the wildlife, countryside and delicacies you could eat there .  

 

 

 

 

 



Well done to Bonnie Mannion! 

Bonnie has recently competed at the Alton Towers 2021    

Championships and bagged herself 1st place in the Under 8s 

beginners solo fast. She was competing in 7 dance categories 

and made all 7 finals, walking away with 7 trophies. 

She also recently competed at Stockport and bagged herself 

4th place for solo fast and 1st place for fast pairs. Furthermore, 

she made the semi-finals in slow, walking away with 2 more 

trophies to add to her ever growing collection.  

 

Bonnie trains extremely hard at the Studio 3 times a week     

and has real passion and determination for dance. Bonnie 

hopes to inspire others to have a go at a sport to        experi-

ence the same enjoyment she does. Well done, Bonnie! 

Joseph A Coelho  
 

Years 5 and 6 at Ryders Hayes were thoroughly entertained and inspired by the work of Joseph A Coelho on 

Wednesday   morning online. It was amazing to hear about his life story, the inspiration behind his stories 

and some of his journey. We have even had a go at creating our own 'One word poems'! 

 



 

Could drivers be mindful where they park their cars when  

dropping off and/or picking up their children.  

No parking is permitted on the yellow lines, as this puts 

our children at risk. 

We should all be role modelling good driver behaviour and  

setting a good example for children, who will be our future  

drivers… 

 

With Thanks 



What is Squid Game? 

Netflix’s Squid Game is set to become the streaming service’s most successful show of all time, with huge numbers of viewers taking to social 

media to discuss each new episode. The South Korean thriller features some scenes of fairly brutal violence and is rated 15 by the BBFC. It 

follows a group of adults who compete to win innocent-looking playground games, but who are killed if they do not succeed at the tasks. 

An unexpected success in terms of viewing figures, Squid Game’s popularity is beginning to spread across various online platforms. There has 

been a slew of content created – ranging from memes to apps – that convey the violence of the show, so it is important for parents, carers 

and educators to understand the basis of Squid Game and the potential risks to young people who might be exposed to it. 

  

What are the hazards for children? 

Squid Game’s 15 rating has not prevented clips and images from the show being uploaded onto social media sites such as TikTok, with the 

#SquidGame hashtag being viewed more than 22.8 billion times. There have been reports of children who have accounts on these 

platforms inadvertently viewing gory, explicit scenes from the programme, and parents and carers should be mindful of the prevalence of 

these uploads.  

The popularity of the programme has also led to online challenges based on various scenes, which see people taking part in seemingly     

innocent children’s games. On the show, however, characters are executed if they fail in the game – and videos of people pretending to kill 

each other after competing in Squid Game-style contests are going viral on social media, where they are easily accessible to children. 

  

What is the Squid Game Challenge app? 

Squid Game Challenge (also known as K-Game Challenge) is an app for smartphones and tablets that has been released for Android 

and iOs, and the two systems differ significantly on their age ratings for the game. The iTunes Store rates the app as 12+ (advising of       

“mild/infrequent horror/fear themes”), while the PEGI rating for Android is just 3+, which means that very young children might be able to 

download and play the game even with parental controls activated on their device or through Google Play. 

The gameplay is frequently interrupted by pop-ups and ads (sometimes appearing while the user is rapidly tapping their screen while 

attempting to complete the challenge). This could easily lead to unwanted purchases or accidental visits to inappropriate sites beyond the 

app. 

  

What can trusted adults do? 

As a parent or carer, keep a watchful eye on the content that your children are viewing. Speak to them openly and chat about how they have 

been spending time on their devices; let them ask questions, too. Ensure that the parental controls are activated on your child’s device and 

that age-restricted child profiles are properly set up any on-demand services available through the family TV (such as Netflix, in this case) to 

prevent inappropriate content being streamed. 

If you see your child replicating the challenges from the show or hear them talking about scenes and characters from Squid Game, it would 

be a timely opportunity to discuss with them that the programme is not intended for children, that much of the content would be              

inappropriate for their age, and that the violence in the series is very realistic and often upsetting. 

 



Have a Spooky Sciency-Half term! 

Make fake blood 

You will need… 

• 4 dessert spoons of golden syrup 

• 10-20 drops of red food colouring 

• 1-2 drops of blue food colouring 

• 1-2 pinches of cocoa powder 

• Flour 

 

What you do… Mix the red food colouring into the syrup a drop at a time until it looks blood coloured. 

Adding a drop of blue food colouring will make it even more realistic, but be careful you don’t make it 

purple! Mix in a pinch of cocoa powder. Add a little flour if it needs thickening, or a drop or two of water 

if it needs thinning out. Drip it around your mouth like a vampire and go and scare your friends! 

 

Try making freaky oobleck… 

Wondering: what is oobleck? Kate Biberdorf says: 

“If you mix water and cornflour in a bowl, you can make this freaky non-Newtonian fluid. It’s one of the 

craziest things to hold because the oobleck will drip through your fingers even though the solid feels like 

a solid.” 

Here is the Whizz Pop Bang recipe for oobleck: 

Mix 225 g of cornflour with around 230 ml of water (and a few drops of food colouring, if you like). This 

will create a goo that feels liquid when you handle it gently, but solid if you hit it with a spoon. 

https://www.whizzpopbang.com/blog/oobleck-in-action/ 

 

Puking pumpkin experiment 

You’ve carved a pumpkin – now use science to make it even more fun 

with this brilliant idea from Little Bins for Little Hands! Click here for 

step-by-step instructions: 

 

https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/puking-pumpkin-experiment/  










