
 

Child assessment tool 3  

Language development overview based on EYFS Development Matters guidance  
EYFS age 

band 

Social communication and narrative skills  

(pragmatic and narrative skills) 

 

Words and their meaning  
(semantics) 

 

Syntax and morphology  
(grammar) 
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22-36 
months 

• Seeks out others to share experiences 

• Expresses own preferences and interests.  

• Uses languages as a powerful means of widening contacts, sharing 

feelings, experiences and thoughts 

• Holds a conversation, jumping from topic to topic 

• Uses gestures, sometimes with limited talk e.g. reaches towards toy 

saying, ‘I have it’  

• Can express their own feelings such as sad, happy, 
cross, scared, worried 

• Learns new words very rapidly and is able to use 
them in communicating 

• Uses some language of quantities, such as ‘more’ 
and ‘a lot’ 

• Beginning to categorise objects according to 
properties such as shape or size.  

• Begins to use the language of size. 

• Understands some talk about immediate past and 
future, e.g. ‘before’, ‘later’ or ‘soon’ 

• Uses simple sentences  

• Understands ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ in 
simple questions e.g. Who’s that/can? 
What’s that? Where is.? 

• Uses a variety of questions e.g. ‘what’ 
‘where’ ‘who’ 

• Beginning to use word ending e.g. 
going, cats 

30-50 
months 

• Keeps play going by responding to what others are saying or doing. 

• Confident to talk to other children when playing and will communicate 
freely about own home and community. 

• Beginning to use more complex sentences to link thoughts e.g. using 
and, because. 

• Can retell a simple past event in correct order e.g. went down slide, 
hurt finger. 

• Uses talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate 
what might happen next, recall and relive past experiences. 

• Uses intonation, rhythm and phrasing to make the meaning clear to 
others  

• Uses talk in pretending that objects stand for somethings else in play  

• Beginning to be aware of how stories are structured 

• Suggest how the story might end 

• Describes the main story settings, events and principal characters 

• Shows interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by talking 
about shapes or arrangements 

• Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience  

• Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world 
such as the place where they live or the natural world.  

• Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and found objects. 

• Talks about why things happen and how things work.  

• Builds stories around toys, e.g. farm animals needing rescue from an 
armchair ‘cliff’.  

• Understands use of objects e.g. what do we use to 

cut things? 

• Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people 

that are of particular importance to them 

• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of 

their experiences. 

• Uses the language and vocabulary of movement, 

effort, instruction and manipulation e.g. gallop, 

slither, strong, gentle, follow, lead, squeeze, prod 

in many contexts and with increasing variety and 

complexity. 

• Uses some number names and number language 
spontaneously. 

• Uses positional language.  

• Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday 
objects, e.g. ‘round’ and ‘tall’. 

• Beginning to use the language for shape, position 
and measures. 

• Beginning to use language and vocabulary to 
describe their observations and experiences e.g. 
smooth, shiny, rough, prickly etc. 

• Shows understanding of prepositions 
such as ‘under’ ‘on top’ ‘behind’ by 
carrying out an action or selecting 
correct picture 

• Beginning to understand ‘why’ and 
‘how’ questions 

• Responds to simple instructions e.g. to 
get out or put away an object 

• Beginning to use more complex 
sentences to link thoughts e.g. using 
and, because 

• Questions why things happen and gives 
explanations. Asks e.g. who, what, 
when, how. 

• Uses a range of tenses e.g. play, 
playing, will play, played 
 

 
 



 

40-60 
months 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what others 
say 

• Confident to speak to others about own needs, wants, interests and 

opinions 

• Beginning to be able to negotiate and solve problems 

• Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events  

• Understands humour e.g. nonsense rhymes, jokes 

• Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in conversation or 

discussion  

• Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play 
situations 

• Links statements and sticks to the main theme or intention 

• Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events 

• Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play  

• Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop and act out a 
narrative. 
 

• Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and 
naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of new 
words. 

• Uses the language and vocabulary of movement, 

effort, instruction and manipulation e.g. gallop, 

slither, strong, gentle, follow, lead, squeeze, prod 

in many contexts and with increasing variety and 

complexity. 

• Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are 
increasingly influenced by their experiences of 
books 

• In practical activities and discussion, beginning to 
use the vocabulary involved in adding and 
subtracting. 

• Beginning to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 
3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D shapes, and mathematical 
terms to describe shapes. 

• Can describe their relative position such as 
‘behind’ or ‘next to’. 

• Uses everyday language related to time. 

• Beginning to use everyday language related to 
money 

• Uses descriptive language and vocabulary. 

• Responds to instructions involving a 
two-part sequence. 
 

 

ELGs • Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others 

• They are confident to speak in a familiar group, will talk about their 

ideas. 

• Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of 

listeners’ needs 

• Children develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting 
ideas or events  

• Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in 

the lives of family members 

• They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and 

how environments might vary from one another. They make 

observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur 

and talk about changes. 

• Children use everyday language to talk about size, 
weight, capacity, position, distance, time and 
money to compare quantities and objects and to 
solve problems. They recognise, create and 
describe patterns. They explore characteristics of 
everyday objects and shapes and use 
mathematical language to describe them. 

• Children follow instructions involving 
several ideas or actions (included here 
but this also reflects attention and processing 
abilities) 

• They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions 
about their experiences in response to 
stories or events  

• Uses past, present and future forms 
accurately when talking about events 
that have happened or are to happen 
in the future 
 

 

 

Personal, social and 
emotional development 

Communication and 
language 

Physical Development Literacy Mathematics Understanding the world Expressive arts and design 

Based on the EYFS Development Matters guidance with sample statements from all areas of learning included. EYFS overview used during URLEY trial 2016-2017 revised June 2018 


