
 

 
 
 

Friday 18th September 2020 

Getting off to a great start! 
Thank you to so many of our parents for their positivity, flexibility and support in getting the term 
off to such a great start in these extremely challenging circumstances. 

It won’t have escaped any of you that local and national figures of the spread of COVID-19 are ris-
ing again, and the need for some schools to have closed year groups; key stages or whole schools. 
We are working hard to prevent this happening and we wanted to reassure you that we are doing 
all we can to remain COVID-secure, with immediate attention to any new guidelines; daily review 
of our systems and increased social distancing for staff in school to mitigate the risk of partial clo-
sure. 

We wanted to remind parents about the following: 

 Please try to put all your child’s belongings inside their backpack wherever possible, so that 
children’s hands are free for hand sanitizer on arrival at school. 

 Please keep young children next to you at all times on the playground if waiting for your child 
to enter or leave school. Siblings of school age should enter and leave together so there 
should be no need to wait – just drop and go. 

 Please ensure that all items of uniform are named, including PE kits. This avoids a child acci-
dentally wearing another pupils clothing. Ties should also be named as these are removed in 
school in very hot weather. 

 Please speak to any Year 5/6 children in your care about their conduct on the common land 
adjacent to school. The system is working well now, but behaviour is not always as good as it 
should be. 

 Please limit your interactions with other families outside of school. 

 Please be mindful of the times you are emailing our staff. We are aware that it can be very 
difficult in the current circumstances when you can’t speak face to face with the teacher – 
this is why we have made email addresses available to you, as an alternative to using the Pu-
pil Planner as a means of communication. Staff will not respond that day to any emails sent 
after 7pm or at weekends. The only exception to this would be the sharing of COVID-19 
test results, when you are asked to email s.miner@ryders-hayes.co.uk or j.paul@ryders-
hayes.co.uk immediately you have a test result confirmed, including during the evening or 
at weekends. 

May we also remind you that children will be able to have their ‘flu immunisation in school this 
term, in the form of a nasal spray for children in Reception to Year 6. This will be a vital part of our 
health protection plan. If you have any questions about this nearer the time – please email Mrs 
Heaton, Assistant Head Teacher, leading on medical needs, c.heaton@ryders-hayes.co.uk  or the 
see the FAQ document on the next page. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Sally Miner      &         Jaz Paul 
Head Teacher             Head of School 
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Children's flu vaccine FAQs  

Does my child have to have the nasal spray flu vaccine?  

No. As with all immunisations, flu vaccinations for children are optional.  

Remember, though, this vaccine will help protect them against what can be an unpleasant illness, as well as stop-

ping them spreading flu to vulnerable friends and relatives.  

Find out more about flu  

Why can under-2s not have a nasal spray flu vaccine?  

The nasal spray vaccine is not licensed for children younger than 2 because it can be linked to wheezing in chil-

dren this age.  

Why is it just younger children who are routinely given the nasal spray flu vaccine?  

The children's flu vaccination programme has been rolled out in stages, starting with the youngest first.  

This year (2020 to 2021) it's routinely being offered to all children aged 2 and 3 (on 31 August 2020), plus all chil-

dren in primary school and those in year 7 at secondary school.  

All children with a health condition that puts them at greater risk from flu should have a flu vaccination every 

year from the age of 6 months onwards.  

Most will have the nasal spray vaccine, but it should not be given to children under the age of 2 years or the 

small number of older children who cannot have it. These children will be offered an injected vaccine.  

Why are children not being given the injected flu vaccine instead of a nasal spray?  

The nasal spray flu vaccine is more effective for children than the injected flu vaccine, so it's the preferred option.  

Will the flu vaccine give my child flu?  

No. The vaccine contains viruses that have been weakened to prevent them causing flu.  

Does the nasal vaccine contain pork?  

Yes, the nasal spray contains a highly processed form of gelatine (porcine gelatine), which is used in a range of 

essential medicines.  

The gelatine helps to keep the vaccine stable, so the vaccine provides the best protection against flu.  

Can my child have the injected vaccine that does not contain gelatine instead?  

The nasal vaccine provides good protection against flu, particularly in young children.  

It also reduces the risk of spreading flu to, for example, a baby brother or sister who's too young to be vaccinat-

ed, as well as other family members (for example, grandparents) who may be more vulnerable to the complica-

tions of flu.  

If your child is at high risk from flu because of one or more medical conditions or treatments and cannot have the 

nasal flu vaccine, they should have the injected flu vaccine.  

Some people may not accept the use of porcine gelatine in medical products. You should discuss your options 

with your nurse or doctor.  

 



Coronavirus or the common cold or flu?  
 

What are the differences in symptoms…. 



The school building may be closed (to most of you) but learning carries on for everyone remotely! 

Mystery Star of the Year Group 

 

 

AMELIA 
For settling so well into Ryders 

Hayes. Always working hard in 

lessons and being a good role 

model. 

 

 

 

 

 

For being a great team member, 
always keen to help others and a 

kind friend. 

                                         

 

 
For being a kind and caring member 
of the team, The class have enjoyed 

listening to the feedback on the 
different books that she has been 
reading and recommending to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For always listening, trying his best 

and being ready to learn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For being a fantastic role model to 

others and thinking of amazing wow 

words! 

 

 

 

 

 

For coming in with a beaming 

smile every morning this 

week! 

 

 

 

 

 
For working very hard with all of 

her work this week  

 

ORLA 
For her amazing  

retelling of the bear 

hunt story. 
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Well done….. 
To Megan who created 
this amazing piece of 

Pop Art during  
lockdown. She used 
spray paint and cut 

out the stencil to make 
the Coca Cola bottles. 

 


